
  Dr. Seuss, before 
he died, 
   Wrote a story that 
implied, 
  Teaching to tests 
was not the key, 
  To helping 
students think 
thoughtfully!  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This is a Risk-taking, 
Mistake Making 

Classroom 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 



ILS Alert/ 
Big Ideas 

 

Why Use Them/
Why Important 
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Chat  
Chums 
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•  (1)  Evidence  
•  (2)  Main idea/details 

(summary) 
•  (3) Interaction across text 

 
•  (4)  Vocabulary 
•  (5)  Text Structure 
•  (6)  Point of View 

 

 
•  (7)  Use of Multimedia 
•  (8)  Evaluation of Argument 
•  (9)  Analysis of Multiple Texts 

•  (10)Text Complexity 

 

• 

• 



• 

Instructional Practices for 
Developing Close 

 Reading Skills 

•  Make Thinking Visible 
•  Be Intentional and Transparent 

•  Develop Metacognition 
•  Teach Mindsets 

•  Model and Scaffold Instruction 
•  Build Accountable Talk and Listening 
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What is Visible Thinking? 
 

Using thinking routines  
and visible documentation  

to deepen  
students' understanding and 

comprehension. 
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Scaffold Learning of Non-Fiction Text 

Read and 
comprehend this 
tough text. 

Watch me read 
and make sense 
of this tough text. 
Now you do it.  

This is why it’s important 
to understand 
informational text 
structures. Let me show 
you strategies to support 
you. Now, you will be 
practicing these skills all 
year.  

No Explicit instruction 
No Scaffolding 

 

Explicit instruction 
No Scaffolding 

 
Explicit instruction 
Scaffolding 
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• 
• 

TEACHER RESPONSIBILITY

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITY

Focus Lesson

Guided Instruction

“I do it”

“We do it”

“You do it 
  together”Collaborative

Independent “You do it
   alone”
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Growing Close Reading Skill 
Sets for Informational Text 
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Determine Purpose 

Focused Re-reading  

Annotate 

Text-dependent questions 

Give students the chance to struggle a bit 

Use a short passage 
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•  (1)  Evidence  
•  (2)  Main idea/details 

(summary) 
•  (3) Interaction across text 

 
•  (4)  Vocabulary 
•  (5)  Text Structure 
•  (6)  Point of View 

 

 
•  (7)  Use of Multimedia 
•  (8)  Evaluation of Argument 
•  (9)  Analysis of Multiple Texts 

•  (10)Text Complexity 
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See Kathleen’s  

Stay  
Connected   



Determine Purpose 

Focused Re-reading  

Annotate 

Text-dependent questions 

Give students the chance to struggle a bit 

Use a short passage 
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“Reading with a pencil.” 
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My Sticky Note Codes 
© Kern A. McDavid 2007 

T - S T - W T - T 

? B.I.   ! 

Infer 

Text to Self Text to Text Text to World 

I Have a Question This is Important The Big Idea 

I Learned Something 
New 

I Am Confused I Made an Inference 

www.kathleenkryza.com 
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If you want to teach effective 
annotation, begin with the 
purpose. 
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•  (1)  Evidence  
•  (2)  Main idea/details 

(summary) 
•  (3) Interaction across text 

 
•  (4)  Vocabulary 
•  (5)  Text Structure 
•  (6)  Point of View 

 

 
•  (7)  Use of Multimedia 
•  (8)  Evaluation of Argument 
•  (9)  Analysis of Multiple Texts 

•  (10)Text Complexity 
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Time for a Stretch Break!

www.kathleenkryza.com

Building Academic 
Language. 

Tools, Tips and Strategies 
for Standard 4 

www.kathleenkryza.com 
© 2014 

CCSS and Vocabulary

  The Common Core State Standards place an 
importance on academic vocabulary.
 We know that vocabulary knowledge influences 
fluency, comprehension, and student achievement. 
And, vocabulary plays an even more important 
role in understanding nonfiction and informational 
text.
   It has been estimated that 80% of 
comprehension in nonfiction is dependent upon 
understanding the vocabulary.

www.kathleenkryza.com

Level #1 Huh?

I am unfamiliar with this word.

Level #2 Ummm…

I’ve seen this word, but I can’t tell 
you what it means.

Level #3 Oh yeah!

I know the meaning of the word in 
context.

Level #4 Yes!

I understand the word, but don’t 
really use it.

Level #5 Mine!

I use the word in my speech and 
writing. www.kathleenkryza.com Pg. 42

•  Knee to Knee
 Eye to Eye
• Where do you think we 
get on this chart when 
our primary vocabulary 
instruction is Fill In the 
Blank, Copy Words and 
Definitions, Matching 
Tests?

www.kathleenkryza.com www.kathleenkryza.com



•  Determine Most Essential 
Words 

•  Teach less, rather than more 
words.  Students can learn 
more words deeply rather 
than lots of  words they have 
only memorized. 

•  Teach using techniques that 
get at understanding, not 
merely regurgitation of  words 

•  Vocabulary and Spelling are 
Two Different Practices.  
Focus on MEANING, not 
spelling.  

www.kathleenkryza.com

But which words do I choose?

Beck & McKeown, 2004 

Tier 1 – Most basic words 

Tier 2 – In vocabulary of 
mature students 

 

Tier 3 – Words unique 
to a subject or content 

area 

 www.kathleenkryza.com Pg. 39

General Rule of Thumb… 

 
 
 
 
 

Tier 2 words are high frequency words  
Found across content areas 

Content Area Teachers; 
Focus on Tier 3 words most  
important in getting  the 

Content. Best taught in context 

www.kathleenkryza.com

CCSS and Vocabulary
Instructional Implications 

•  Look through your CC Standards and pull out 
key terms most needed for deep 
understanding
–  Look for repeated verbs such as analyze, cause and 

effect…those Tier Two Words are the MOST Critical

•  Create District-Wide Vocabulary Lists

www.kathleenkryza.com Pg. 38-40

Determine Essential Words 
for MLK Unit

  intrepid

  Espouse ??

  dissent

  traduce

  parity

  Eradicate

  Oracle

  pacifist

 I have a dream that my four little children will one day live 

in a nation where they will be judged not by the color of their skin, but by the 
content of their character   -- MLK, Jr. 

www.kathleenkryza.com

Think and Talk About It!

•  What do you do to build your personal 
vocabulary?

•  While you are reading, when do you choose to 
find out the meaning of a word you don’t 
know?

www.kathleenkryza.com



Lingro: Type in a Website Address on Lingro and it 
turns the website into a clickable dictionary. In 12 

languages! Pg.163 

www.kathleenkryza.com

Shahi: A Visual Dictionary 
Pg. 163 

www.kathleenkryza.com

The Brain and Vocabulary 

•  To process and store the 
academic vocabulary of  
the standards, our 
students’ brains require 
an efficient automatic 
memory system. This 
system, also called non-
motor procedural memory, 
stores information that 
is repeated, such as 
multiplication tables, 
song lyrics, words and 
definitions. 

www.kathleenkryza.com
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Dr. Dr. Toilet Paper
Scaffolds to Close Read for Vocabulary 

Comprehension 

•  Dr. Dr., Toilet Paper
– Describe

– Restate

– Draw

– Review

– Talk

– Play a game

•  Example: Apple

–  D: Red, Sweet, Fruit
–  R:It s a red fruit that comes from a 

tree
–  D:

–  R:It s a noun, a thing
–  T: Students tell apple stories
–  P: Play Matching the fruit game

Pg. 43-44 
www.kathleenkryza.com

Metacognition

•  On a scale of 1-5 
fingers, how well do 
you think you know 
and apply the 
concept of 
metacognition in 
your classroom?

www.kathleenkryza.com



Word:  Metacognition My Understanding    1   2   3   4

Subjec
t:

Describe:

Draw:

www.kathleenkryza.com

Pg. 20

Metacognition 
 

    Metacognition is 
thinking about your 
thinking, having a plan 
of  action for what to 
do when you don’t 
know. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

RESTATE:  Now 
restate the term in 
your own words. 

www.kathleenkryza.com
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Person 1 Person 2 

 
Person 3 

 
Person 4 



ILS: Vote On Your Feet 

•  Stand Up for Your Favorite Learning 
Style 
– Write It! 

– Talk It! 
– Draw It! 
– Move It! 

– Sing or Tap 
– Make Up Games 
 

  Have a variety of meaningful and engaging ways 
to have students chew on new vocabulary

  Teach to varying learning styles

  Students need to self assess and know how they 
best learn to understand the meaning of new 
words.

www.kathleenkryza.com

Pg. 45-46
www.kathleenkryza.com

Are You Linguistic?

•  Flocabulary: 
Educational Hip Hop

•  http://
www.flocabulary.com

•  Free Trial
Pacifist - I don t want 
no war, solving 
problems with a fist.  I 
believe in talkin  and 
healin cause I m a 
pacifist. 

www.kathleenkryza.com

Are You a Visual Learner?  

www.kathleenkryza.com www.kathleenkryza.com
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Do You Need to  
Hear It/Talk It? 

•  Study 
Buddies 

•  Choral 
Chanting 

•  Talking to 
Self  

www.kathleenkryza.com

Are You an Auditory Learner?  

Flowcabulary: Pacifist
Don’t want no war 

solving problems with 
a fist.

I believe in hugging and 
healing, cause I’m a 
pacifist.

www.kathleenkryza.com

Do You Need to Move It?

•  Kinesthetic
– Vocabulary 

Charades  
– Matching 

cards  

www.kathleenkryza.com



Movement

•  Must show the meaning of the word, not just 
how to guess it.

•  Pacifist:  act like someone is being violent, 
then motion, No!

www.kathleenkryza.com

Do Games Help You Learn? 

www.kathleenkryza.com

VocabAhead:  Videos and Games for 
Studying Words.  Great for Secondary 

www.kathleenkryza.comkkathlthl kk a

Free Rice:  Study and Eradicate World 
Hunger! 

www.kathleenkryza.com

Concept: Learning Styles
Understand:  We all learn in different ways, therefore need to find ways of studying 

that work successfully for our learning style
Know:  The key vocabulary terms for the unit
Able to Do:  Find your learning style strengths

Activity: Choose the best way for you to study your vocabulary
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Remember This…

The limits of my language 
means the limits of my 
world.

Wittengsten

www.kathleenkryza.com
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