
Levels of Talk:  Discourse  

The Benefits: 

• Students learn to deepen their thinking through deepening their level of talk 

• Students who can talk deeply are more likely to read with greater comprehension 

and write with greater clarity. 

 

How-to:   

• The first level of talk is to make Any Comment. Students are encouraged to say 

aloud any experience, any thought, any comment, about the topic that’s open for 

discussion.   This level of talk allows every student to be able to contribute to the 

conversation. 

• Next students are encouraged to make a Connecting Comment. At this level, 

they need to say something meaningful about the book, topic, or information and 

connect it to the ongoing conversation.   Connecting comments can be made about 

information learned or in response to people.   When connecting to other people’s 

comments, students are taught to do the following: 

o Say something back.  Students are taught to respond to what others have 

said.  They can add on, agree or disagree with what’s already been said.  

Some sentence tags that help students stretch the conversation are as 

follows: 

• I agree because… 

• I disagree because… 

• I’d like to piggyback on that… 

• I’d like to add… 

• Another way… 

• That reminds me of… 

• That connects to… 

• I’d like to ask a question 

 

• Students begin to deepen their talk even further when they learn to make a 

Deeper Comment. Now they need to find words and explain what they mean 

when others are confused. They are encouraged to stretch out their ideas, explain 

their thinking, tell what they mean by using more words. 

o Clarify – explain thinking 

o Extend – lengthen ideas 

o Process – explain how thinking has changed 

o Stimulate – ask for ideas, invite discussion, ask for perspectives 

 

Metacognition Talk Stems 

 

•I’m thinking… 

•I’m noticing… 

•I’m wondering… 

 

•I’m seeing… 

•I’m feeling… 



•I’m confused… 

 

 

Example:  (This example has the teacher giving prompts to stimulate the depth of the 

conversation.   As students get more adept at this talk, the teacher should begin to remove 

herself from the conversation as much as possible and let the students lead.) 

 

Teacher: Okay class, let’s practice and deepen our talking skills today as we discuss the 

latest chapters of our Read Aloud book.  Can someone get us started with any comment 

about what we’ve been reading about in the beginning of Star Girl? 

 

Betsy:  A new girl has come to the school and everybody wonders who she it. (Say 

anything) 

 

Teacher:   Would anybody like to add to this?  (Prompt for Connected comment) 

 

Calvin:   Yeah, I’d like to add to that. She’s weird and everybody’s curious about her.  So 

am I?  Playing the ukulele at lunch?  Too weird! (Connected comment) 

 

Teacher:  What do you think might be going on with her? (Prompt for Deeper Comment) 

 

Juanita:   I think she might be crazy, like, mental.  Like, maybe she escaped from 

somewhere and showed up at the school.  (Deeper Comment – clarify) 

 

Charles:  I disagree.  I think she just comes from a different background.  She was home 

schooled and maybe she just doesn’t know how to act like other kids do.  I have a friend 

who is home-schooled and he’s kinda different. (Connected and Deeper Comment -  

extending)  

 

Teacher:  Is anybody wondering about what happened in the opening chapter? (Prompt 

for Deeper Comment?) 

 

Noel: Yeah! Why would the author include that opening chapter about the guy getting the 

mystery porcupine tie in the mail if it wasn’t somehow connected to this Star Girl 

Character?  There’s a mystery going on here.  What do you guys think?  (Deeper 

comment  - stimulating.) 

 

The teacher notes the levels of talk and discusses them with the students so the students 

can note how to connect and deepen their talk, which in turn, deepens their thinking! 

 

 

 


