
Creating an Emotionally, Culturally  
and Academically, Safe Classroom
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This is a Risk-taking, 
Mistake Making 

Classroom 
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BBe Joyfully Curious!!! When you plant lettuce, if it does not 
grow well, you don't blame the 
lettuce. You look into the reasons it 
is not doing well. It may need 
fertilizer, or more water, or less sun. 
You never blame the lettuce.  

 -Thich Nhat Hanh 
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Information to 
Gather 

How to gather data 

Readiness Assessments (via quiz, quick write, mapping, etc.), 
grades, test scores, experiential background, kid 
watching 

Personal Interests Personal interest, surveys, letters, discussions, 
demonstrations, content specific inventories 

Learning Profile 
  Input styles 
  Output styles 
 Learning Preferences 

Learning style surveys 
Multiple intelligences, Sternberg’s intelligences, 
Environment preference surveys 
 

www.inspiringlearners.com  
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Focused Observation

Student Work Habits Learning Profiles
and Strengths

Learning
Challenges

I can honor
his/her

learning needs
by trying:

Macie

Keeps to herself Is focused,
seems

comfortable with
own thoughts

Loves art, self-
smart, needs

strengths
recognized in
order to feel

part of a group

Grouping her
with others

who are
weaker in art;
allowing her
strengths to
be an integral
part of the

project

Hunter

Is full of energy;
bounces around

Enthusiastic.
Loves learning

Full of ideas but
lacks confidence

in them and
focus to

implement them,
shifts focus

often

A framework
for focusing

his ideas,

Jonah

Gets frustrated
with “menial”

tasks

Finishes work
quickly, and
thoroughly

Perceptive boy,
confident in his
abilities, does

not communicate
reason for his
frustrations

Tiering
assignments
to challenge
him more;
teach him
strategies

for
challenging

himself

Art Smart Drawing, seeing picture, 
charts, graphs Jacob, Samantha, 

Cameron

Word 
Smart

Reading, writing, speaking 
to class Lewis, Jenner, Lindsay

Math 
Smart

Working with numbers, 
playing logic games Valerie, Mark, Robbie,

Name Learning Styles Student Comments
Tyler Listening, Manipulating Keep science the same
Melissa Listening 
Brittany Speaking, Reading Challenge her

Listening, Manipulating Hands-on
Kyle Listening, Manipulating More hands-on
Chelsea Speaking, Visualizing
Helena Visualizing Challenge her
Frederick Visualizing Challenge him
Nicole Listening
Emily Writing, Manipulating Science is tough, go over test questions
Alexandra Manipulating Likes science, doesn't need extra challenges
Anthony Listening, Visualizing Has fun in science, more discussions
Jayson Reading, Manipulating Doesn't really like science
Matthew Listening, Manipulating More hands-on
Yuriy Listening Likes science, works well with partners
Megan Manipulating Likes science, more hands-on
Ashley Manipulating Type vs. write, doesn't like standing in front



Name Learning Style Process Styles Output Style MI Interests

a visual random posters spatial computers

b visual concrete performance interpersonal hanging out

c visual random tests spatial work

d auditory concrete essays linguistic music

e kinesthtic concrete posters spatial soccer

f visual concrete tests linguistic DI

g kinesthtic random tests intrapersonal basketball

h kinesthtic concrete essays linguistic music

i visual random performance kinesthetic writing

 
 
 

General Math aptitude? 
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Personal Interests? 
Goals for the class? 
Why are you here? 
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Fair is not everybody getting the same thing…
fair is everybody getting what they need to be 

successful! 
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     You ARE a Marvel!       

Each second we live in a new and unique moment 
of the universe, a moment that will never be 
again.

…And what do we teach our children?  We teach 
them that two times two makes four, and that 
Paris is the capitol of France.

  

     You ARE a Marvel!
When will we also teach them what they are?
We should say to each of them:  Do you know what 

you are?  You are a marvel.  You are unique.  In 
all the years that have passed, there never was 
another child like you.  

Your legs, your arms, your clever fingers, the way 
you move.

    You ARE a Marvel!      

You may become a Shakespeare, a 
Michaelangelo, a Beethoven. You have the 
capacity for anything.  Yes, you are a marvel.  
And when you grow up, can you then harm 
another who is like you, a marvel?

You must work, we must all work, to make the 
world worthy of it s children.

-- Pablo Casals

  



I m Glad We re ALL 
Different, Aren t You? 

www.facebook.com/kathleenkryzainfinitehorizons 

See Kathleen’s  

Stay  
Connected   


